
VOL. 41  NO. 11 SERVING 2000 ENGINEERS & LAND SURVEYORS JANUARY, 2006

ENGINEERS WEEK BANQUET SPEAKER
Peter G. Nicholson, Ph.D., P.E., M.ASCE
February 25, 2006, at the Oahu Country Club

Dr. Peter Nicholson will speak on the
“Performance and Investigation of the
New Orleans Flood Control System:
Hurricane Katrina” at the Engineer’s Week
Banquet.  As the leader of ASCE’s Levee
Assessment Team and now an appointed
member of the federally commissioned
External Review Panel (ERP), Dr.
Nicholson is in a unique position to share
his experiences and observations of the
failures, and some insight into the underly-
ing problems with the flood control system
that was supposed to protect one of
America’s major cities.

While Hawaii does not have the same types of extreme flooding
hazards as experienced in New Orleans, we do have a very real sus-
ceptibility to both hurricanes and flooding. This was recently exem-
plified by the Manoa flood that caused so much damage at the
University of Hawaii.  Hawaii has, as well, numerous high hazard
dams and even some levees that pose potential threats to communi-
ties downstream of those structures. The failures and consequential
flooding in New Orleans should be a wake-up call to our own hazards
from flood control and water retention structures.

Dr. Nicholson currently serves as a professor and the graduate
chair for the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering at
the University of Hawaii at Manoa, where he has been the senior fac-
ulty member for the geotechnical program for 15 years. He is a
licensed professional engineer in Hawaii, with more than 20 years
experience in the design, inspection and assessment of dams and
levees in Utah, California and Hawaii. During the period from
September through November, Nicholson served as the team leader
for the ASCE Levee Assessment Team deployed to New Orleans in
the aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. In early December, he
was appointed to the federally commissioned External Review Panel
(ERP) authorized by Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, charged
with the oversight of investigations and recommendations on rebuild-
ing of the levee system in the aftermath of the disaster.

Nicholson has been an elected member of the Hawaii State
Earthquake Advisory Board/Committee for Hawaii State Civil Defense
since 1991. He served on the advisory council for ASCE’s Report
Card for America’s Infrastructure in 2003 and 2005. Nicholson is
chair of the Embankment, Dams & Slopes Committee for ASCE Geo-
Institute. He has also been an active member of the Association of
State Dam Safety Officials (ASDSO) and several Transportation
Research Board committees for the past 15 years. 

Dr. Nicholson received a bachelor’s degree in Geology and
Geophysics from Yale University, and master’s and doctorate
degrees in Civil/Geotechnical Engineering from Stanford University.
He also pursued post-graduate studies at the University of Utah and
the University of California at Berkeley.

See banquet registration form on page 4.

The Society of American Military Engineers, 

Honolulu Post

Invites you to join us for the

2006
ENGINEER’S WEEK KICK-OFF

LUNCHEON

Presentation:  University of Hawaii 2006 Football Program
Speaker: Coach June Jones, University of Hawaii Football

Hale Koa Hotel, Banyan Tree Showroom
Tuesday, February 21, 2006 at 11:30 AM
Luncheon Cost: $25.00
(Public parking available at Ft. DeRussy)

RSVP BY 15 FEBRUARY 2006.  

SEND THIS FORM AND PAYMENT TO:
Society of American Military Engineers, Honolulu Post
c/o Randy Lau 
Designer Built Systems, Inc.
555 Paiea Street Suite 105
Honolulu, HI 96819

(Make checks payable to Society of American Military Engineers)

Name:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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Phone:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Number in Party:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Receipt required: Yes ________ 
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LUNCH: Warrior Buffet 


