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October Is Energy Awareness Month

October is here again and so is Energy
Awareness Month. There is a lot to talk about in
addition to the weather, which customarily reach-
es its hottest in the coming month. That means
we will all typically use more electricity than ever
this month.

This year the national energy awareness theme
is “Smart Energy Choices; support our econo-
my; protect our environment; and increase
energy independence,” with emphasis on
renewable energy supplies such as solar, geot-
hermal, hydropower, biomass, hydrogen and
wind.

When it comes to renewable energy, Hawaiian
Electric has been very visible with a new series of
ads on television and in newspapers. You may
have noticed Jade Moon in these ads, and if you
also listened to what she says or read the con-
tent, you know that HECO believes there is the
potential to add about 500 megawatts to the
existing 140 MW on the HECO, MECO and
HELCO systems.

“With these ads, we hope to start a dialogue
with the community,” said Robbie Alm, senior
vice president for public affairs at HECO. “We all
need to think about what it will take to reduce our
dependence on imported fossil fuels, particularly
oil with its high prices, and increase our energy
security.

“With all renewable development, achieving
the potential of these resources will take cooper-
ation from everyone: landowners, businesses,
government, and host communities — not just the
utility. We can’t do it alone.

“Along with companies like ShellWind Energy
and GE Energy Financial Services being willing to
invest in renewables here, it will take people
being willing to live with renewable projects like
wind farms on some of our horizons,” Alm said.

In addition to TV and newspapers, you can see
and hear (and read) the ads at a new website,
www.hawaiisenergyfuture.com and learn more
about the renewable energy potential. At the site
you can find out about biofuels like ethanol; wind;
biomass and a possible new entry to the Hawaii
scene: pumped storage hydro (PSH). This well-
established technology can create “firm” energy
from renewable wind energy, which, like the
wind, is changeable from minute to minute.

PSH can use renewable wind energy in off-
peak hours, like overnight, to pump water
through pipes to an uphill reservoir. During times
of peak demand during the day, water can be
released through the same pipes to turn a hydro-
electric generator and create electricity when it is
needed.

HECO is also encouraging building owners
and managers downtown and in Waikiki to con-

sider Seawater Air Conditioning. This is another
established technology that has the potential to
reduce the demand for electricity for one of
Hawaii’s fastest growing uses, air conditioning.

Honolulu Seawater Air Conditioning, based in
Minneapolis is proposing a system that would
pump cold, deep sea water to an on-shore cool-
ing station where the coldness would be trans-
ferred using heat exchangers to chill the fresh
water. That fresh water would be circulated
through underground pipes to buildings for air
conditioning. The fresh water then returns in a
closed loop to the cooling station to be re-chilled
and the slightly warmed seawater is returned to
the ocean at a shallower depth.

In addition to using less electricity, SWAC
developers are offering stable air conditioning
prices not so tied to the cost of ail. In addition,
unlike conventional air conditioning, SWAC uses
very little potable water (with no toxic chemicals)
and no sewage outflow.

“Customers must make their own decision
about whether SWAC works for them,” Alm said.
“However, we have pledged that HECO will be
the first or among the first to sign on with
HSWAC and incorporate sea water air condition-
ing in our historic headquarters building at 900
Richards Street.”

October is also the month for Hawaiian Electric
Company’s third annual Live Energy Lite cele-
bration, which this year has moved to Pearlridge
Center’s Uptown Center Court from 10 a.m. to 3
p-m., Saturday, October 7, 2006. The event —
featuring entertainment, games and prizes as
well as displays and experts to answer questions
on energy conservation and environmental stew-
ardship — is also sponsored by Pearlridge, the
Hawaii Department of Business, Economic
Development and Tourism, and Malama Hawaii.

Entertainment includes the Na Hoku
Hanohano Award winning Ho’okena, one of
Hawaii’s long favorite musical groups, and Mad
Science of Hawaii, a group of madcap science
teachers whose crazy antics on stage make
learning science fun and interesting. Among the
exhibitors likely to be of interest to engineers
included Hawaii Solar Energy Association, the
Building Industry Association of Hawaii, and
University of Hawaii, School of Architecture.

Also of particular interest to the engineering
community, though not technically part of Energy
Awareness Month, is the 7th Biennial Efficient
Electro-Technology Exposition and Conference
presented by HECO. The Energy Expo will be
held 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Wednesday, November
29, 2006 at the Hawaii Convention Center. This
year’s theme is “Rising to the Energy Challenge.”
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ALLIED PACIFIC BUILDERS
TOPS PBN FASTEST 50
By Cicero A. Bernales, FALEA

(Note: Certain portions of this article were
quoted from Pacific Business News’(PBN)
August 11, 2006 issue from the article titled
“Allied Pacific Builds Foundation for Steady
Growth”.)

Founded only four years ago, Allied Pacific
Builders’ (APB) revenues grew from
$721,681 in 2002 to $5,967,168 in 2005, a
jump of 726.84% and a leap to the top of
PBN’s list of Hawaii’'s fastest 50 small busi-
nesses for 2006. For such a distinction and
outstanding accomplishment, APB’s found-
ing partner, Willie Alicar, has been voted as
the most outstanding member of the Filipino
American League of Engineers and
Architects (FALEA) for 2006. He will be
awarded the special honor during FALEA's
Induction of Officers at Pacific Beach Hotel
on November 4, 2006. The members and
officers of the FALEA organization and the
Filipino community at large are especially
proud of Willie’s entrepreneurial skills and
accomplishments at APB.

APB specializes in roofing construction but
also does general contracting work. The
company is currently working on five jobs —
one military and four state projects — includ-
ing the largest contract to date for the com-
pany, a $1.68 million renovation and repaint-
ing of Red Hill Elementary school.

Willie Alicar’s hands-on management style
has enabled the company to take advantage
of Hawaii’s booming construction economy.
In addition to running the company, which
currently has about 15 employees, Alicar
also works in the field along with his other

two project managers. “I'm hands-on as
much as | can”, he said. “I’'m running pro-
jects from day one until now ... | don't just

delegate it to my engineers.”

Thomas Youth, lead business develop-
ment specialist in the SBA's Honolulu office,
said Alicar's responsiveness and customer
service orientation are two things that have
helped his business prosper. “When | need
something from him, he’s responsive, he gets
back to me to try and provide the informa-
tion”, Youth said. I think that sort of carries
over to what he does in the business world
as well, the way he deals with his cus-
tomers”.  Willie Alicar says that one of his
secrets to success is to get things done as
soon as possible, sometimes the day the
clients make a request.







