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2009 MATHCOUNTS OAHU CHAPTER COMPETITION  
The 26th annual MATHCOUNTS Oahu

Chapter Competition was held February 7, 2009,
in the Kalama Dining Hall on the beautiful
Kamehameha Schools campus. There were 31
Oahu schools entered, which included 101 stu-
dent contestants. Michael J. Chun, Ph.D.,
President & Headmaster, Kamehameha Schools,
Kalama Campus is the Hawaii MATHCOUNTS
Chairperson.

MATHCOUNTS is a national math enrichment,
coaching and competition program that pro-
motes middle school mathematics achievement
in every U.S. state and territory, and is one of the
most successful education partnership involving
volunteers, educators, industry sponsors and
students in America. The competition is opened
to 6th, 7th and 8th graders. 

The Oahu Chapter Competition began at 8:30
a.m. with the Sprint Round, followed by the
Target, Team, and Countdown Rounds. The
Sprint Round has individual Mathletes answering
30 problems in 40 minutes. The Target Round
has 8 problems in pairs of two with 6 minutes per
pair to complete. The Team Round has 10 prob-
lems where the teams of four Mathletes have 20
minutes to answer, and finally, the Countdown
Round in a round robin arrangement is conduct-
ed with the 12 highest individual scorers from the
Sprint and Target Rounds. Countdown Round
spectators are usually amazed by the brilliance of
these Mathletes.

This year the top ten individual scorers were
first place Zhengyuan Ma of Punahou School,
second place Logan Davis of Iolani School, third
place Emile Oshima of Punahou, fourth place
Adam Fong of Iolani, fifth place Bradley Wo of
Iolani, sixth place Zhaodong Chen of Punahou,
seventh place Michelle Tsai of Punahou, eighth
place Nikolai Chen of Iolani, ninth place Stephen
Mau of Mililani Middle School, and tenth place
Sean Rodan of Punahou. The finalists in the
Countdown Round were first place Zhengyuan
Ma and second place Logan Davis. 

The seven top teams were first Iolani, second
place Punahou, third place Mililani Middle, fourth
place Niu Valley Middle, fifth place Stevenson
Middle, sixth place Highlands Intermediate, and
seventh place Kaimuki Middle. All seven move on
to compete in the March 7 Hawaii State
Competition. As the winning team, Iolani takes
home the Hawaii Society of Professional
Engineers (HSPE) Perpetual Team Trophy to dis-
play at their school for a year.

MATHCOUNTS was honored to have the fol-
lowing as Award Presenters: Dr. Michael Chun;
Louise Wong, Associate Superintendent, Hawaii
Catholic Schools; Michael Harano, Principal,

Washington Middle School; and Michael Lum,
President, HSPE Honolulu Chapter.

HSPE is the sponsor of MATHCOUNTS in
Hawaii. They raise the operating funds for the
competitions with golf tournaments and dona-
tions. Please note that donations are tax
deductible. The Hawaii MATHCOUNTS Steering
Committee includes HSPE engineers and educa-
tors, and is led by Rowena Blaisdell and Pauline
Marcello of Kamehameha Schools.

Four Mathletes from the Hawaii will go to the
National Competition in Orlando, Florida, on May
7-10 at the Walt Disney World Swan and Dolphin
Resort. These four will
be determined in com-
petition at the March 7,
2009 Hawaii State
Competition. Competing
will be the seven Oahu
schools plus one school
each from the Big
Island, Maui County and
Kauai. 

The top Mathlete at
the Orlando competition
will be crowned the
National Math Bee
Champion. For the past
two years the Champion
has been honored with
the Relly Award on the
“Live with Regis and
Kelly” Show as the Top
Junior Achiever, and the
top four Mathletes, their
coaches, and the top
team have all been hon-
ored by President
George W. Bush at
White House Oval Office
ceremony during
President Bush’s eight
years in the White
House. 

Raytheon Company
will be the title sponsor
of the MATHCOUNTS
National Competition for
the next three years from
2009 through 2011.
Raytheon has partnered
with MATHCOUNTS to
increase middle school
mathematics achieve-
ment for the past 13
years, and has donated
significant financial con-

First Place Iolani School Team, L-R: Logan Davis, Adam Fong,
Courtney Kobata, Bradley Wo, and Coaches Larry Teske and
Annette Matsumoto

Awards Presenters, L-R: Dr. Michael Chun, Louise Wong, Michael
Harano, and Michael Lum.

tributions to help middle students become cre-
ative problem solvers and develop the skills
needed to become the math and science leaders
of the future.

Dr. Michael Chun and the Hawaii MATH-
COUNTS Steering Committee would like to thank
all the MATHLETES, their coaches, and all the
volunteer proctors and scorers for participating.
The volunteer proctors and scorers came from
Hawaiian Electric Company, Inc., the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, ASCE, ASME, and SAME.
Without their help there would not be any com-
petition.
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Sustainable Technology – Plastic-to-Oil
Conversion

Happy Chinese New Year! We welcome the
Year of the Ox. According to one of the promi-
nent astrologers, “the year 2009 promises peace
and harmony as well as an auspicious wave of
success, prosperity and growth that is certain to
please almost everyone. This is going to be a
year of double earth - when the steady hard
working Ox rules, thus bringing increased effec-
tiveness and better productivity of efforts all year
round. The next twelve months will support peo-
ple in leadership positions. Those who have
recently risen to high office or were promoted last
year in the government or in the business world
will feel the benefits of 2009 high energy CHI.” It
seems that the year 2009 for Hawaii Chapter
started off with a couple of high energy speakers
and will continue-on to have a slate of great
speakers.

TSphere Energy Terri Sasaki presented us a
new and “out-of-the-box” sustainable technology
on plastic-to-oil conversion. She highlighted what
type of plastics can be processed such as HDPE
(a.k.a. high density polyethylene in
milk/water/detergent bottle, grocery bags & con-
tainers); LDPE (a.k.a. low density polyethylene in
wrapping films, clear bags & toys), PP (a.k.a.
polypropylene in clear containers, bottle caps,
appliance & automotive equipment), PS (a.k.a.
polystyrene in foamed/non-foamed PS, compact
disk cases, medicine bottles and trays). She also
emphasized what can be processed but not very
economical when processed such as PET (a.k.a.
polyethylene terephthalate in soda/drinking bot-
tles, textiles and carpet) and PVC (a.k.a.
polyvinylchloride in pipe, window frames and
flooring).

Our technical session’s speaker, Ruskin
Manufacturing Company Chris Schartz provided
us an informative & educational presentation on

the DO & DON’T for Specifying Life & Safety
Devices. Chris basically left with us two important
things about “Fire Smoke/Life Safety”. One of
them is “Do remember, fire and smoke protection
is not an option”. The other is “Don’t be respon-
sible for loss of life, injury and property damage –
Smoke kills”.

In order for ASHRAE to be a leader in the sus-
tainable building movement, ASHRAE has com-
menced to gear-up an AdHoc Committee at the
2009 Winter Meeting in Chicago in developing
the ASHRAE design guidelines for Net Zero
Energy Buildings. The U.S. Department of
Energy’s Office of Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy has defined a Net-Zero
Energy building as a building that produces as
much energy as it uses over the course of a year.
Net-zero energy buildings are very energy-effi-
cient, with the remaining low energy needs typi-
cally met through the use of on-site renewable
energy. Achieving the goal of Net-Zero Energy
buildings requires more than simply substituting
or adopting new technologies and systems.
ASHRAE is working with the American Institute of
Architects, the Illuminating Engineering Society of
North America and the U.S. Green Building
Council to develop a series of Advanced Energy
Design Guides for the commercial building sector
that will hopefully eventually lead to Net Zero
Energy buildings. ASHRAE is sponsoring a Net
Zero Energy Building Conference in March in San
Francisco.

AGENDA for March 12, 2009 Meeting
Location: The Willows, 901 Hausten Street
5:30 - 6:00 PM – Registration
6:00 - 7:00 PM – DO & DON’T Technical Session
6:30 - 7:30 PM – Happy Hour (Open Bar – 2
drinks per person)
7:00 – 7:30 PM – Dinner & Committee Reports
7:30 - 8:30 PM – Main Program

MAIN PROGRAM: Compliance with
ASHRAE Standard 90.1 and LEED

This session will feature our BOG member,
Barry Jim On, P.E., who will provide a roadmap to
the Compliance with ASHRAE Standard 90.1
and LEED. With the LEED implementation in both
public and private projects, ASHRAE Standard
90.1 has gained its utmost importance to the
design architects and engineers. This particular
standard has played a key role in LEED certifica-
tion for new construction and renovation pro-
jects. The said topic should kick off a good start
for the fiscal year 2009. It should continue to
educate our own members as well as our asso-

(continued on page 5)

Mayor Mufi Hanneman signed a proclamation proclaiming Engineers Week in the City and
County of Honolulu with representatives of the Hawaii Council of Engineering Societies.
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January 30, 2009
Special Meeting: A spe-
cial meeting was convened
to discuss and work out
final details about the FE
Review Class commencing
1/31/09. Jeoffrey
Cudiamat updated the
Board about the change in
venue due to the unusual
interest in sign-ups for the
Review Class. One of the
volunteer instructors/facili-
tators is Dr. Raun Johnson
who will handle the first
session on “Strength of
Materials.” Other Board
members committed
themselves to handling
some of the logistics. John
Ramos thanked everyone
for their tremendous
efforts, and also reminded
all about the upcoming
Valentine’s Day Banquet
on the 14th, and the HCES
Awards Function on
February 21.   

February 6, 2009
Board of Directors’
Monthly Meeting: 

Treasurer’s Report:
We are within budget, but
need to reconfirm and col-
lect monies from those
attending the V-Day ban-
quet. We will also be
accepting donations to
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www.FBIjobs.gov

Become an FBI Special Agent.
We are currently seeking Special Agent
candidates in the following critical skill areas:
Intelligence experience • Computer Science or IT • Engineering 
• Physical Science • Accounting/Finance • Law • Law
Enforcement or other Investigative experience • Military
experience • or Foreign Language (Arabic, Chinese – all dialects,
Korean, Urdu, Farsi, Dari, Russian, Albanian, Indonesian, Hebrew,
Swahili, Spanish, Punjabi, Tamil, Pashto, Hindi, and Turkish) 
• and many other disciplines.

To qualify for the position of FBI Special Agent, you must possess 
a four-year college degree plus three years of professional work
experience; be available for assignment anywhere in the FBI’s
jurisdiction; be between the ages of 23 and 36; and be in
excellent physical condition with the ability to pass a rigorous
physical fitness test.rigorous physical fitness test.

Professional Staff opportunities exist in 
the following areas:
• Management • Human Resources • Technical • Trade &
Maintenance • Administrative • Budget/Finance • Police
Officers/Security • Facilities 
• Investigative Specialties 
• and many more.

To apply, visit: www.FBIjobs.gov
The FBI is an equal 
opportunity employer.

P.O. Box 4135, Honolulu, Hawaii 96812
Website: http://www.falea.org
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Eugene N. Calara
Jeoffrey S. Cudiamat
Vergel G. Del Rosario
Marcelino C. Labasan
Jojo Lopez

HONOLULU POST

SOCIETY OF AMERICAN
MILITARY ENGINEERS
Established 1920 --
Dedicated to the 
National Defense

P.O. Box 31218, Honolulu, HI 96817
Web page:  http://posts.same.org/honolulu/

Honolulu 2009 Post Officers
President Todd Barnes
1st VP (Programs) Bryan Zachmeier
2nd VP
(Sustaining Members) Will Boudra
3rd VP (Membership) Jerry Matsuda
Secretary MAJ John Henderson
Treasurer LTC Robert Kroning, USA

Congratulations to HSPE President Manny
Lanuevo! Manny was appointed by Mayor Mufi
Hannemann to serve as the deputy director of
the Department of Environmental Services.
Manny will be working out of Kapolei Hale.

Manny is a licensed professional engineer and
LEED AP (Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design). For the past twenty
years, Manny had been working for the State
Department of Transportation, Airports Division,
most recently, as the Facilities Engineer for the
Airports Division Engineering Branch.

Manny’s current position as the deputy direc-
tor, will involve overseeing wastewater and land-
fill refuse, as well as the H-power operations.

Congratulations Manny!

Hawaii Society of
Professional Engineers

A state society of the National Society of Professional Engineers

P.O. BOX 3774 HONOLULU, HAWAII 96812

WEB SITE www.eng.hawaii.edu/~hspe
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President Manny Lanuevo, P.E.
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President Elect Majella Stevenson, P.E.

majella.stevenson@navy.mil
Vice President Florence Ching, P.E.
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More than 160 members of Hawaii’s engineer-
ing community gathered at the Hale Koa’s
Banyan Tree Showroom Feb. 17 for a luncheon
to kick off Engineers Week 2009, which runs Feb.
15 to 21.

“Engineers Week is a great opportunity to
showcase the accomplishments of our profes-
sional engineers, architects, and surveyors,” said
Todd Barnes, chief of Engineering &
Construction, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Honolulu District and post president, Society of
American Military Engineers.

Jointly hosted by the Honolulu Post of the
Society of American Military Engineers (SAME)

and the Hawaii Council of Engineering Societies
(HCES), the luncheon featured keynote speaker,
Theodore A. Peck, Administrator, Hawaii State
Energy Office, Department of Business,
Economic Development & Tourism (DBEDT) (bio
attached). Peck, a former naval engineer, consul-
tant and energy management specialist dis-
cussed Hawaii’s Clean Energy Initiative at the lun-
cheon.

Barnes and his staff orchestrated the District’s
Engineers Week activities along with HCES.

defray some expenses for the FE Review Class.
FE Review: Excellent turnout for the first day

with 25 actually showing up. There were several
who couldn’t make it that day. Jeoffrey will
update the timetable with some minor change
and reshuffling of the order of presenters to
accommodate their schedules. Next one on is
Manny Lanuevo who will handle the “Electrical”
portion. Thanks to all Board Members who
brought the goodies and prepared snacks. Elvi
reported that several attendees also made dona-
tions to FALEA. Reminder: No class on
Valentine’s Day which this year falls on a
Saturday.

HCES Awards Baquet: So far we have 5 self-
paying individuals who can make it to the ban-
quet in addition to the YEOTY Awardee Jeoffrey
& wife Cheryl, and Manny Lanuevo who appar-
ently will be representing the Mayor. John Ramos
will check on the protocol regarding sitting
arrangements, and whether HCES will handle the
3 individuals’ dinner costs. 

Valentine’s Day Dinner: There will be a
meeting with Ala Moana Hotel next week
Wednesday to sign contract for the February
14th banquet. Elvi, Marisol, Nora, Vergel, and
other board members are busy with the prepara-
tions for the event. Eugene has volunteered to
handle the “games”. 

Golf Tournament Fundraiser: Elvi reported
that we now have a major sponsor. We could use
some more. Each Board Member has been
tasked to get at least 2 teams and also look for
and sign up Tee Sponsors. The date of March 27
is fast approaching. More on this later.
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